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Welcome to Redeemer Universitv 


Justin Cooper - President ; 


_| hope you can 
sense the excite- 
ment as you come to 
campus this year. 
We ‘re delighted that 
you are here to be- 
gin or return to your university studies. 
And we trust that you have had a re- 
freshing and enjoyable summer, work- 
ing or traveling or getting in some extra 
Study. It’s also exciting for us to have 
you here, making the campus the bus- 
tling place we all enjoy so much. 

While you've enjoyed a busy sum- 
mer, much has also happened at the 
College over the last few months to help 
make it an even better place to pursue 
a Christian university education. First of 
all, | am referring to the approval of the 
charter amendment, making us a rec- 
ognized institution granting university 
degrees! The Lord gave us this break- 
through on June 25, when the Ontario 
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Legislature approved our private bill, 
allowing us to grant the BA and BSc de- 
grees. | hope you were able to join us 
on September 8 as we celebrated God's 
faithfulness in the beginning of a new 
academic year, as well as in this his- 
toric milestone for the College. 

There are also several other note- 
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worthy things which 
have happened, some 
of which are changes 
you will notice and 
some which are impor- 
tant but less visible. I'm 
sure you will quickly 


see many ofthe reno- | a 


vations to our facilities 
which have been com- 
pleted: in the academic 
building, the recreation 
centre and the resi- 
dences. High on the list 
is the new weight room 
in the 

physical education 
area—what a great im- 
provement. This is just 
one of many 
changes—a new 
classroom, anew com- 
puter lab, alterations in 
the food store and caf- 
eteria, new patio doors 
and 

kitchens, the list 
goes on—that have 
been completed to 
serve you better! Do 
have a look around. 

And of course, the 
change to the location 
of the computer lab is 
just a small part of the 
implementation of 
many improvements in 
information technol- 
ogy for teaching and 
learning which stu- 
dents will quickly no- 
tice as they use the li- 
brary or computer lab 
or experience com- 
puter projection units 
in the classroom or 
hook into the campus 
network from their 
residence. We now have a wired cam- 
pus—all the residences and the aca- 
demic building are fully networked. We 
also-have a new library system, which 
will improve searches for library mate- 
rial and is accessible from the network. 
You can expect to hear more news on 
computer and information technology in 
your first weeks at Redeemer! 

Much of the funding for technologi- 
cal advancement on campus has come 
from the Advance Phase of the College's 
development campaign. Behind the 
scenes we have a very supportive com- 
munity which prays for us and contrib- 
utes donations to help operate the Col- 
lege and to fund special projects such 
as student financial aid and the wired 
campus, Businesses, churches and 
members and friends of the College pro- 
vide significant dollars to help make a 
quality Christian university education 
available at Redeemer College and to 
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help provide scholarships and financial 
assistance to students. Their donations, 
totaling over $2 million in 1997-98, 
helped us operate with a balanced bud- 
get again last year. 

Also important but less noticeable 
is the fact that the College is now recog- 
nized as an eligible institution for the pur- 
pose of 
research 
funding 
from 
NSERC, 
the Na- 
tional Sci- 
ence and 
Engineer- 
ing Re- 
search 
Council. 
This is a 
very posi- 
tive step 
for our 
natural 
science 
a «hh, od 
math- 
ematics 
faculty, 
as well as 
students, 
and a real 
credit to 
the qual- 
ity of the 
academic work they have done. Fac- 
ulty are now eligible to apply for research 
grants through the College, and students 
can also apply for summer work place- 
ments and grants. We are building a 
strong academic reputation! 

As you can see, we've had a busy 
and exciting summer here at the Col- 
lege. There are manyevidences of the 
Lord's hand of blessing, for which we 
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can only Say, in keeping with our theme 
“Great is the Lord.” We are very thank- 
ful for his faithfulness. And now it’s won- 
derful to be able to share it all with you— 
our students. You are the focus of all 
these changes; it is our prayer that we 
will all work together to use them to en- 
hance. the je 
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munity you experience this year. 
When you receive a quality Chris- 
tian university education, then our ef- 
forts and plans and changes are all 
worthwhile. 

Welcome to Ontario's newest 


Christian univ 
better, for you! 
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Two months’ have 
elapsed, and the afterglow of this 
past July’s announcement still 
charges the atmosphere at Re- 
deemer, and understandably so; 
finally, after years of prayerful ef- 
fort, our courses and programs 
were given the recognition they 
so richly deserve. As aresult, l, 
as a Redeemer student, could 
look forward to graduation with a 
degree equal to those of other 
universities. Of course, | had 
been comfortable with the B.C.S. 
(else | would not be here), but | 
confess immense satisfaction 
with the change. No longer will | 
have to explain my degree as 
equivalent to a BA—nay, it will be 
a BA! So, it must be said: well 
done—what a blessing! 

Big news, this. Big news 
indeed! What now? 

For some, I’m sure, the 
charter amendment is the culmi- 
nation of efforts and a time to sit 
back satisfied with victory. In 
many ways this is appropriate; 


Let Me Show You Around 


Good day and a hearty wel- 
come to all. Thank you very 
much for coming. This is the 
crown, and | am your co-host, 
Mark. Allow me to show you 
around. 

crown is the student paper at 
Redeemer College. The printed 
voice of a growing institution. 
With this surge of new students, 
the voice changes. Sharper, 
clearer... louder? That is up to 
all of us. We want this medium 
to be borderline cacophonic be- 
cause of the amount of opinions, 
options, and opportunities pre- 
sented by the paper. Every as- 
pect of our school life is going to 
represented this year. The arts, 
athletics, sciences, and extracur- 
ricular life will all find their place 
on our pages. And when | say 
“our’, | mean all of us. This may 
be Brent’s and my baby, but we 
all get to babysit. 

In the coming weeks, the 
crown is going to be paying at- 
tention to the changes through 
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this is the time to praise and give 
thanks for this unexpected gift. 
But to those looking ahead, it’s 
merely the midterm for “Our Fu- 
ture 101” (Redeemer’s latest 
blessing is more than a milestone 
in its history; it’s also a stepping 
stone to our future!). 

The fervor surrounding the 
charter amendment has left a 
buildup of emotions; our re- 
sponse and challenge as a sup- 
porting community is to garner a 
new way of thinking. Essentially, 
we have to stop thinking of Re- 
deemer as a small, privately- 
funded institution; we have to 
start thinking as a world-class 
University. A University’s mis- 
sion is to produce leaders and 
discoveries; if this is not 
Redeemer’s vision, then it merely 
pretends to be what it is not. 
Wher tk = other universities gave 
their endorsement to Redeemer’s 
quest for recognition, it was a 
clear sign they realized our po- 
tential. In order for Redeemer to 


do the same, it must embrace a 
vision demonstrating new confi- 
dence—through its people, ad- 
vertising and theatre to its 
classes, sports and seminars. 

In order to accomplish 
this, we must step to the front of 
the queue and take some risks. 

This will not sit well with 
everyone; those afflicted with in- 
stitutional myopia will fight tooth 
and nail against any plan which 
calls for a dash of foresight. Re- 
deemer College was begun with 
a vision, a goal and a plan, and 
tirelessly pursued. Do we as a 
university and community reject 
these pioneering origins and 
stagnate? To remain as we are 
IS No insult; indeed, we have an 
institution of which we should be 
very thankful and proud. But we 
have been lent an incredible op- 
portunity to build on what we 
have—who we are—and it re- 
mains_our calling to develop it 
fully. 
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which the Redeemer College and 
its community are going. With 
more than a 10% increase in stu- 
dents, change in inevitable, and 
so much fun--I am not a great fan 
of stagnancy. Returning students 
will notice the new computer lab 
connected to the library, and 
email computers that don't crash 
every hour on the hour. We now 
have an artist-in-residence: Matth 
Cupido’s studio is upstairs beside 
the science pod. The dormitories 
now have internet access, as do 
most of the rooms in the aca- 
demic building. More computer 
tools are now available to stu- 
dents and faculty, such as the 
scanner in the library. The quiet 
studying room has been trans- 
formed into a multimedia lecture 
hall (the carpet has some serious 
underpadding, so walk around in 
there for a few minutes to relax 
your feet). The science depart- 
ment has recently been accepted 
by NSERC as a university with 
grant status: students and profes- 
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sors are now able to receive fed- 
eral monies for research, gradu- 
ate or otherwise. In the scheme 
of things, this means as much to 
the science students as does the 
new degree-granting status! Dr. 
VanderMeulen, Dr. Chiang, and 
Dr. Witse have all recently re- 
ceived research funds from 
NSERC. 

And finally, no longer can Re- 
deemer College grant any of us 
a Bachelor of Christian Studies. 
Such a diploma no longer exists! 
We have lost the need to explain 
to interviewers that “a degree in 
Christian studies is the same as 
a regular degree, but...” Our 
school is coming into its own. 
Amen. 

That ends our tour for today. 
| hope to see all of you again in 
two weeks. And as deadlines 
come and go, make a friend, read 
a book for fun, and rejoice in your 
Lord and King. He gives you ev- 
erything, so spread the wealth. | 


crown is = bisa 12 Fighes per 
academic year. It is funded by 
the students of Redeemer 

College and by advertising. 


Letters to the editor may sent to 
the address above, mailed on 
campus via Redeemer's intra- 
campus mail (ICM), saved on 
the Crown disc, emailed to 
"crown@redeemer.on.ca’ or 
slipped under the door of the 


crown office (room 126). 


Letters to the editor may be edited 
for brevity and clarity and will 
be printed as space permits. 
Anonymous submissions will 
not be published. Submissions 
for the next issue must be 
received by November 14, 

1997. 


Subscription enquiries may be 
addressed to the Crown. 


Spelling slips and grammatical 
gaffs are purposely placed for 
the perfectionist to point out. 


crown is published by stu- 
dents but is dedicated to the 
entire Redeemer College 
community. 
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Jane Hogeterp - arts editor 
Breath on Dry Bones 


Hamilton's theatre scene is com- 
ing back to life, thanks to the 
endeavours of an ambitious theatre 
group called Dry Bones Theatre. The 
Dry Bones troupe is comprised of a 
group of alumni from Redeemer’s the- 
atre arts department who felt that the 
Hamilton area needed an injection of 
quality theatre to heal its ailing arts 
scene. After over a year of dream- 
ing, discussing and, alas, rehearsing, 
Dry Bones has got its inaugural pro- 
duction, Boiler Room Suite, off the 
ground. The first run of the play took 
place in August at the Institute for 
Christian Studies’ annual convention, 
and was very well received. Now, the 
production has come to Redeemer's 
Black Box and is here for the next 
week for your viewing pleasure. 

Boiler Room Suite, by Canadian 
playwright Rex Deverell, is a beauti- 
ful play that exalts imagination, hu- 
man compassion, and redemption. It 
recounts a day in the life of Aggie and 
Sprugg, two homeless people from 
Moosejaw, Saskatchewan who take so- 
lace from the winter's cold in a hotel's 
boiler room. As they struggle to deal 
with their reality by daydreaming, they 
face the threat of losing their boiler room 
suite by order of the hotel’s law-abiding 
janitor. Itis a remarkable play, and was 
a fine choice by Dry Bones to use as its 
first production. 

The Boiler Room Suite production 
combines some of the very best talents 
ever to come out of Redeemer’s theatre 
arts department; thus, the show is truly 
first-rate. Chris Cuthill’s set design is 
striking, as it portrays very well the gritty 
texture of the boiler room. The acting is 
superb. T. David VanBelle masterfully 
portrays the energy and eccentricity of 
Sprugg, and Vaughn Gowling does a 
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marvelous job at conveying the frustra- 
tion of the perplexed janitor. In the role 
of Aggie, Andrea Vanderkooj's perfor- 
mance is stunning, as she subtly por- 
trays the strength and weakness in this 
troubled character. Joel Bootsma’s ex- 
pertise in direction is clearly seen in the 
wonderful choreography and the many 
other imaginative touches that combine 
to make Boiler Room Suite such a fan- 
tastic production. 

Dry Bones Theatre has shown with 
this production that they will be a pres- 
ence that is powerfully recognized on the 
Hamilton arts scene; they are a long- 
awaited breath of fresh air. Boiler Room 
Suite is a must-see. You can still catch 
it any night this week until Saturday, 
September 19. Do not miss NC} 


It's kind of hard for me to say ex- 
actly what the Charter change means 
to me. It has not changed anything 
that | really love about Redeemer 
(which is wonderful) but yet it has been 
a big encouragement to see that oth- 
|| ers recognize that Redeemer really is 
as great as we think it is. And that’s 
exciting. But what's more exciting is 
that this Charter change is kind of like 
a sign from God. See, the possibility 
of the Charter was crazy and unbe- 
lievable no matter how deserving we 
might have been. Humanly speaking, 
|| there was no possible way that Re- 
deemer on its own could have done 
it. Only God could have made this 
real. | can't help thinking to myself if 


God can change and do something 
this impossible, then just think of all 
the other amazing things that He can 
and will do here if we just ask Him. 


- Brenda Heyink 


Impressions 


Q: What does the Charter change mean to you? 


So we're talking Charter change, 
the long-awaited equality and Re- 
deemer has been seeking for so many 
years. Well, congratulations to all 
those who made this accomplishment 
possible, we deserve the recognition, 
Christian deserve the recognition, and 
above all God deserves the recogni- 
tion. 

When | came to Redeemer | was 
fully aware of the designation | would 
receive. | trusted that the Lord would 
take care and provide for me, and He 
has. God has provided once again, 
for my needs and also for the needs 
of the school. The Charter change to 
me represents God's faithfulness and 
hand in our lives. It's a symbol of His 
continuing promise to those that fol- 
low Him. 


- Greg Fluit 


Senate Message 


Hi everyone. 

Welcome to Redeemer. | hope you're all as excited about being here as | 
am. As | look around and see lots of familiar faces and a few faces that are 

only starting to become familiar, | can't help but wonder what this year will be 
like. And I'm excited by what I’ve seen so far. 

After all, how can | not be excited? | keep hearing about and seeing all 
these crazy and amazing things. | hear how well everyone's dorm is going 
and that the F.R.O.G. groups were great. One of the things that makes me 
the most excited is this year’s Senate. For me, it’s just so wonderful to be so 
much a part of everything that has been happening at school. Even more, | 
love working with the rest of Student Senate. If you haven't met anyone from 
Senate yet, make a point of meeting one of us. We really want to hear what 
you have to Say. 

We have lots of ideas and goals for Senate this year. Listening to the 
people here just happens to be one of them - and that includes everyone - not 
just people that we're friends with but also other people in the Redeemer 
community: first-years, the graduating class, faculty, staff, and people that 
are sometimes forgotten because they’re not like most of the people here. 
We also want to talk to you - meaning, that we want to tell you something. If 
you don't feel like we're telling you anything, then please let us know. We 
really want to do the best job that we can - and to us that means getting 
everyone excited about Redeemer. So we hope to have lots of things for you 
to get involved with - whether that be crazy, fun things like dances and coffee- 
houses or challenging, spiritual stuff like young peoples, retreats, and prayer 
groups. So that’s a lot of things to get excited about. 

Most of all, we want to serve God in what we're doing this year. In every 
activity that we plan, in every club that we have even the smallest say over, 
we want to glorify God. We hope that you also have the same desire for 
everything that you get involved in. We want to be held accountable to glori- 
fying God in what we do. So we met together and each of us said what we 

wanted to do this year and asked to be held accountable to this and also to 
have a little bit of encouragement along the way. We ask you to do the same 
for us, too. 

This is just the beginning. It's the beginning of many surprises and chal- 
lenges that each of us will face. Sometimes it will be hard but other times it will 
be more wonderful than we imagined. | really believe God is going to do amaz- 
ing things here this year and | think that’s what makes me the most excited. 

God bless yout@] 
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wednesday, sept 16 
Supe. SCavenger hunt 


friday, sept 18 
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thursday, sept 24 


Soup tie mest coffee house, fea- 
turing Phoebe Jean 
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sunday, sept 27 


Seon tenure in the Box 


tuesday, sept 29 
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September Events Calendar 


Gouper= venmran to limeridge 


Home in Alfalfa 


Already with numerous poems, a 
novel, and a collection of short stories 
published, our own writer-in- 

residence Professor Hugh Cook has 
done it again. His new book Home in 
Alfalfa made its debut in our Redeemer 
College Bookstore this May. A finely 
tuned, exceptionally written collection of 
short stories, Cook's new compilation 
brings his readers into the small com- 
munity of Alfalfa, where we meet and 
grow to know various Characters (quirks, 
admirabilities and all), as they interact 
with each other. The stories work to- 
gether to paint an intimate picture of the 
tight-knit, predominately Dutch commu- 
nity; we participate feelingly in the vari- 
ous events that occur, whether amus- 
ing, grief-stricken or dramatic. 

A notable characteristic of the col- 
lection is Cook's well-crafted wit, a 
clever, dry humour that acts as an in- 
trinsic characteristic of various members 
of the community, especially the narra- 
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tor, who at the beginning, cordially in- 
troduces us to Alfalfa, and invites us to 
stay a while and visit. This is exactly 
what we as readers do; reading Cook's 
stories is like peering through the living 
room windows of the houses on your 
street, only the people of Alfalfa would 
most likely invite you in. 

Many of us will get the chance to 
become acquainted with the people of 
Alfalfa soon; although Cook’s fine book 
is currently sold-out at our bookstore, the 
successful author himself will be letting 
us into his new world on September 23, 
8pm at Redeemer, where he will be giv- 
ing areading of selected passages from 
the collection. Admission is free. Cook 
will also be there to sign copies of the 
new book, which will be made available 
at the read, if you have not yet picked 
one up. Come to the reading--not only 
to support the successful author, but to 
relax and make yourself at home in Al- 
falfa. ie 


Protest: this past April, students opposed to the idea of becoming “wired” staged an imaginative 
protest in the courtyard. With two banners (one in each portal), the as-yet unknown 
provocatuers made clear their feelings against the takeover by technology at Redeemer. 
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‘it’s is just a different piece. bof 
paper. the charter change brings t new 
opportunities--for the entire Sommunit: 


crown investigates... 


What you have to say matters! crown is here to 
represent the student body at Redeemer College. 


Get involved! 


Contribute. 


‘A student newspaper is more than print, more than 
it’s the life of the 


pictures, more than a voice, 


college.” 


-Mike Zwiep, 1998 


Crown 


